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Dyslexics reverse ‘b’ and ‘d’.               
Sometimes visual discrimination 
difficulties also lead to confusions with 
‘y’, ‘u’, and ‘g’, ’i ’ and ‘j’, ‘m’ and ‘n’, ‘p’ 
and ‘q’, ‘t’ and ‘l’, to name just a few. 

 

Dyslexics are good talkers.                 
Dyslexia means ‘difficulty with words’. 
In particular this affects phonological 
processing which makes it hard to 
remember sounds and sequences of 
sounds. This can lead to difficulties with 
remembering vocabulary accurately 
and getting a sentence out coherently. 

 

Dyslexia is another name for laziness.                                                           
Pupils with dyslexia have difficulties  
with working and short term memory. 
They therefore have to make an extra 
effort to achieve the same as peers of 
similar cognitive ability.  This can be 
extremely tiring.                                                                                                                

Dyslexia doesn’t exist.                               
There is very clear evidence that 
dyslexic brains are different from non-
dyslexic brains. A dyslexic gene has 
been identified but what activates it is 
as yet unclear.  

Dyslexics are brilliant at some things.  
Many successful and famous people 
are dyslexic.                                         
Dyslexia spans a huge spectrum and, 
as everyone, all pupils with dyslexia 
will have strengths. Sometimes these 
may be very specific and apply to a 
very small aspect of the school 
curriculum. The bigger the difference 
between strengths and weaknesses, 
the more likely it is that a student will 
have greater than average esteem 
needs. This in itself is not an indicator 
or dyslexia, however. Pupils with 
dyslexia who can do A-levels but not 
spell their address do exist but the 
percentage is very small indeed.  

The pupil is disorganised. 
 

The pupil makes spelling mistakes which 
seem to be a result of carelessness. 

 
Handwriting gives the impression that no 

care was taken over it.  
 

Homework is of inconsistent quality. 
 

The pupil experiences really good and 
really bad days for learning. 

 
The pupil struggles to remember names 

of classmates and teachers. 
 

The pupil’s decoding skills when reading 
are poor but comprehension, particularly 

when read to, is good.  
 

The pupil seems distracted. 
 
 

Fact or Fiction? Fact or Fiction? 
How a Pupil with 

Dyslexia may present 


