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Strategies for Developing Dyslexia Awareness and Encouraging Pupil Involvement  

A dyslexia friendly school aims to help pupils understand what dyslexia is. Dyslexic pupils are 

encouraged to recognise and celebrate their differences whilst their peers are encouraged to 

understand and respect those differences.  

Pupils should be involved in the process of developing a dyslexia friendly school and schools could 

consider setting up a pupil steering group/ student voice group.  

 

 

 

Suggestions for developing pupil involvement in the dyslexia friendly school process 

o A group is set up with representatives from each class with the intention of 
investigating resources and approaches to help pupils that are finding literacy 
difficult.  

o Pupils are involved in researching what dyslexia is and set up a notice board / 
display that is displayed prominently in the school, along with a pupil friendly 
dyslexia friendly school policy. 

o Pupils investigate famous dyslexics with a focus on their strengths and 
disseminate this information to their peers through an assembly, tutor groups or 
PHSE sessions, for example.   

o Pupils research resources which could be used in classrooms e.g. dyslexia 
friendly tool box.  

o A pupil workshop is held to share with peers their findings using, for example, 
Youtube clips. The workshop could provide opportunities for pupils to try out 
overlays, reading rulers, pencil grips etc.   

o Pupils research dyslexia friendly texts (e.g Barrington Stoke) and select 

their favourites to purchase for classrooms or school library.  

o Pupils research fonts and choose the school’s agreed font. This is then used 

for letters, worksheets and signs displayed around the school.  

o The pupil group could present to parent council and parents / carers at parents 

night to share research and what is happening within the school.  

o Pupils research strategies and implement a monthly strategy that is trialled 
across the school, monitored by them and evaluated at the end of each month 
to decide if it should be embedded.  

o Pupils interview candidates for succession into the next year and work together 

to create an action plan for that group to ensure dyslexia friendly practices 

continue.  
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Student Passports 

 

Contents of Student Passports (see overleaf for example) 

The Student Passport covers the following key areas and is always on one side of A4 paper. 

 Student information and photograph… (this provides a personalised approach to the 

document) 

 I would like you to know that… (the young person’s ‘first hand’ description) 

 This means that… (again ‘first hand’ information for teachers from the student) 

 I find it difficult to… (key areas that are difficult, agreed after discussion) 

 It would help me if you could… (practical strategies and tips to support the identified areas 

of need) 

 I will help myself by… (agreed strategies and practical solutions for the young person) 

 Additional support… (noted additional support; SaLT, therapy sessions, TA support etc…) 

 Access arrangements… (clearly noted assessment needs – extra time, reader/scribe etc…) 

 Data/information…  (key data/information, as required – summarised for ease of reference) 
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Example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D.O.B:  

Student name 

Form: 

ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS: 

 

Pic of student 

  STUDENT PASSPORT   

Key worker:                                         

I WOULD LIKE YOU TO KNOW THAT: 

 

THIS MEANS THAT: 

 

I FIND IT DIFFICULT TO: 

 

 

IT WOULD HELP ME IF YOU COULD: 

 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT: 

 

I WILL HELP MYSELF BY: 

 
DATA & ATTAINMENT INFORMATION 

DATE OF UPDATE:              
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Books to help with understanding about dyslexia – available to loan 

 

Tom’s Special Talent  
by Kate Garnor 

Tom isn’t sure if he really has any talents at all when 
he sees how good his friends are at writing and 
reading. A school competition helps him to find his 
very own ‘special talent’.  

 

Why Can’t I Read?  
By Laurie O’Hara 

AJ can’t read and he doesn’t know why. Join him on 
his journey to learn about his dyslexia and how he 
gets help.  

 

Dyslexia Explained  
by Mike Jones 

A book without too many words that helps parents 
understand dyslexia: the positives and difficulties 
and what helps. It can be used to help explain 
dyslexia to their child.  

 

The Illustrated Guide to 
Dyslexia and Its Amazing 
People 
By Kate Power & Kathy 
Iwanczak Forsyth 

Dyslexia comes to life with visual imagery and 
colourful text in this new book on what dyslexia 
means, how it feels, what to do about it, and how to 
learn to embrace it. 

 

Creative Successful 
Dyslexic 
By Margaret Rooke 

23 successful people with dyslexia share their 
stories and demonstrate that having dyslexia should 
not hold you back from achieving your potential. 

 

Dyslexia – A Teenager’s 
Guide 
By Dr Silvia Moody 

Helps young adults tackle problems with strategies 
uniquely suited to their needs. 

 

Knees: The Mixed-Up 
World of a Boy with 
Dyslexia by Vanita 
Oelschlager 

Shows the ups and downs of life with dyslexia. Done 
in the style and size of a chapter book so that 
younger children and older children at low reading 
levels can read what seems to be an older child's 
book.  
Covers dyslexia's symptoms and the reasons school 
can be hard for dyslexics. Talks about some famous 
people who had or have dyslexia. 

 

My Name Is Brain Brian 
by Jeanne Betancourt   

For children of 9-12 who feel they are the only 
dyslexic children in the world. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jeanne-Betancourt/e/B001IODIMY/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Toms-Special-Talent-Dyslexia-childrens/dp/B00DO9CGII/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505143810&sr=1-1&keywords=toms+special+talent
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Cant-Read-childrens-dyslexia/dp/1495499472/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505144160&sr=1-1&keywords=why+can't+I+read
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dyslexia-Explained-Without-Need-Words/dp/0956004229/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505145027&sr=1-1&keywords=dyslexia+explained
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Illustrated-Guide-Dyslexia-Amazing-People/dp/1785923307/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505223230&sr=1-1&keywords=illustrated+dyslexia
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Creative-Successful-Dyslexic-Achievers-Stories/dp/178592060X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505145380&sr=1-1&keywords=creative+successful+dyslexic
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dyslexia-Teenagers-Guide-Sylvia-Moody/dp/0091900018/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1505222650&sr=8-1-fkmr0&keywords=teenagers+guide+to+dyslexia
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Knees-Mixed-World-Boy-Dyslexia/dp/0982636695/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505222804&sr=1-1&keywords=knees+mixed+up
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Xtraordinary People: 
Made By Dyslexia by Kate 
Griggs 
 

Dyslexic people think differently. This different way 
of thinking makes them ‘Xtraordinarily’ good at 
certain things. This book will help to discover the 
seven different types of ‘Xtraordinary’ People and 
their ‘superpowers’ 

 

Defeat Dyslexia!: The 
Parents' Guide to 
Understanding Your 
Child's Dyslexia by Holly 
Swinton (Author) 

Find out with what dyslexia really means for a 
child’s reading, spelling, maths, and other areas of 
learning, including music, languages, and sport. 
Then discover straightforward, positive ways to help 
a dyslexic child to excel, in school and in life. 

 

The Bigger Picture Book 
of Amazing Dyslexics and 
the Jobs They Do by Kate 
Power 

A beautifully designed book (packed with photos) 
full of wise words and encouragement from 
successful dyslexics working in comedy, 
architecture, law, fashion and many other amazing 
(and achievable!) careers. 

 

Mission Dyslexia: Find 
Your Superpower and Be 
Your Brilliant Self by Julie 
McNeill 

This is a fun and interactive resource for grown-ups 
and children to work through together, with 
drawing and writing activities and examples to open 
up helpful discussions and find practical solutions 
that put the dyslexic child's self-esteem and self-
understanding at the fore. 

 

Finding My Superpower: 
A book for dyslexic 
thinkers by Sarah 
Prestidge 

This book is written as an encouragement for both 
children and their parents as they navigate their 
emotions surrounding a dyslexia diagnosis. 

 

Dyslexia is My 
Superpower (Most of the 
Time) by Margaret Rooke 

In more than 100 interviews, children and young 
adults reveal their personal tips and tactics for 
honing the creative benefits of dyslexia, enabling 
them to thrive in school and beyond. Strategies 
include ways to develop confidence and self-belief. 

 

Can I tell you about 
Dyslexia?: A guide for 
friends, family and 
professionals by Alan M. 
Hultquist 

This illustrated book is ideally suited for readers 
aged 7 and upwards, and will be an excellent way to 
start a discussion about dyslexia, in the classroom or 
at home. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Kate-Griggs/e/B09BPYMHLZ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Kate-Griggs/e/B09BPYMHLZ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Xtraordinary-People-Dyslexia-Kate-Griggs/dp/0241508312/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NQJV63NL2ZWW&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HPzP6RC-4Rs1eNEKhx6kTCDBSheE602D-DTXnjJDORq93vYNxZdaftmD2a88XadHMjzDI1Npmd1npd68IFgMKm2Y9sfC3WGZ_6nG0j2S6GUammfaNYoantwFaAYc6FnzeGuERla2MJCGtYKE7bWCNYA_odepCxrysxIUN_0vhxt1JvjUG-PJUG6ZDzoDhY48UFcK_LrHfKgi3Fefqer60KDjx7BUry76hQWXHuoVN60.xmpRMfHGLlppSqGu2SFlzCQiKYrGnJP_nDZdSisW9ZI&dib_tag=se&keywords=Xtraordinary+people+-+Made+by+dyslexia&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1727782730&sprefix=xtraordinary+people+-+made+by+dyslexia,aps,131&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Defeat-Dyslexia-Parents-Understanding-Childs/dp/1530552206/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2KVFXIK3HTLXY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uKB4smq1Fl_kVT9k1SKqaDWhG5ZbyWRNf9rwgavr4eAKizTr08-iK6YcOpO_Gmw7Trdowgv3DOxUsIGhT1JgLygHXDtM3yrgO3VskxzETfA-lvH_ggGOwc9ruYphMwgVF3bDWhKi2zAPMJ4xotjztSZlbgZ0xCHHzY9a-ARKVzFTPzhqm7NyGZBC_wnny_h7cJeZ_LQYpidIuzf6CV7MJEAgorvh2hYkk-qRx1TPdUk.xF0W4sWkGw1Sayu-UNwCcYSren-XRPh5MuT7ZS-GYwA&dib_tag=se&keywords=defeat+dyslexia&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1729599841&sprefix=defeat+dys,aps,100&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bigger-Picture-Book-Amazing-Dyslexics/dp/1785925849/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1K33A4M6E3QIZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mWivWge1w2mwiG0Mg4YU5VG2StI2SlE8tg1Z8fhcQW6cf7ebLHNKYiSYib1ob4TcAFfzjTwMzoRbW4cW1UsAXQ.T5t9Dq7IfVr77vWW2edxa9NmwkoISvKtJFzzTR_q-e0&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+bigger+picture+book+of+amazing+dyslexics&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1729600069&sprefix=the+bigger+picture+book+of+amazing+dyslexics,aps,82&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mission-Dyslexia-Find-Superpower-Brilliant/dp/1787752968/ref=sr_1_1?crid=7U20GYAMBV3Y&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HCExbJHbpfORK32LYAyEHTqt9YY8Na0gctAmt5OQyVP35tEsfrZyzQHsEsF4ViFEixrGxMrNAc6aObaorUr5Q-zRYuUIdvb8CothdF2V8ncDt2l8BwxXVyJcB_0ykpd5M_FaHP4w1rxZrIzQMYmzQIM9slrUEURwKHeyId90PoQdz6j8BQp2GeBXU7W5r-Nim8xoW_oPB1Mt9LakDGqIr2a438Jm4Qf-c84-fZnKj2U.2T0QnJ9M1DPrbK0r8K52aTmo0-SpnP_wTr5aDiBooiw&dib_tag=se&keywords=mission+dyslexia&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1729600136&sprefix=mission+dyslexi,aps,113&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Finding-My-Superpower-dyslexic-thinkers/dp/0473574888/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2RHYO50IAIKKR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.nRYeUJXzWWMJjhNyAJ7p2MLW7dG-x5djvOqzFGkGkOlyib0P1qOwi0E5B990M4LIZziBcKhperrYr2L7dIh-GEl-8K5cvH3rlTenAtulC4fzduxH4RaGg2HcgFUT6Q8JZQOgSdnjt3LAEuc1h_EgTH7nxqV-4cxqvS5pNYnnuuVgkWiJ2mHIjaSYR4OOLbwu.bHNi8unWvYAJyyvHD-_tR2S3Eil4FC6hS13GumPAGbs&dib_tag=se&keywords=finding+my+superpower+book&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1729600243&sprefix=finding+my+super,aps,119&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dyslexia-My-Superpower-Most-Time/dp/1785922998/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZYTZQL3J7DUX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.oypdt_IUs79-jPd6GV_m1dVQY4L9gdOJo5Gg5SNpTemiPJ7yYBX_VNiy-9ukJUKLToXMoXNWWV0B96lcAHOrwL8x9YinGGcT-2FYaJyfhVZE0IEAdgPNyiVScnsO3jw5SA0f2i9rKRH3q4fLgSxOj8ENu5LVRGTmudeQYzZ9Wakij_Ud8fzzEnF0D_1tM7Kwe5V6EcToFGFkiO4N8zP-Q3MNzWE--_rNcT3dE2RbjzA.9y_5gfdSthdxy7two97mCtl9afR1GFc1dTeWVo9gDWQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=dyslexia+is+my+superpower&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1729600319&sprefix=dyslexia+is+my+s,aps,110&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Can-tell-about-Dyslexia-professionals/dp/1849059527/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8SDR1UL84LH7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZqLRTU5kO601VFy1xsEWH-GTaMn0MxrsCxUuKKVjxUF8dsfmGSoABRGdKCJTIRyO6elJ68pPkNFDxiZTAeIrgJy10vUklx2tqNC2Ql9w2fAO2VD5TqrBalXLFiaS_oZkOWia7G-DUnrB4234m1KJvg.q6GG6KWwBppw9TFXJX_lTaSC7N3KW3c4lu21WadC9p8&dib_tag=se&keywords=can+i+tell+you+about+dyslexia&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1729600433&sprefix=can+i+tell+you+about+dyslexia,aps,107&sr=8-1

